
ILLINOIS
(See additional information on Illinois in Part I of Materials.)

An activist in Illinois filed a Freedom of Information request with the Illinois state Board of
Education.  He received the following reply in September of 2022:

RE: PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST of September 09, 2022 [Redacted}
Dear [Redacted]

Click on the links in the reply to see all materials.  Below are some highlights.

Don’t Panic: Talking with Your Middle Schooler about Healthy Relationships
and Sexuality.

This Guide for parents tells them early on to use terms like “people with vulvas and ovaries”
instead of “woman”, etc.



Further on, the Guide tells parents how to talk about “gender identity”:



Parents are only directed by the Guide to groups that promote gender identity ideology:

For a sampling of the other gender identity ideology-promoting materials recommended to
families, click on this link, and then click on the Gender and LGBTQ+ categories.

https://sexpositivefamilies.com/resources


NATIONAL SEX-ED STANDARDS

If schools teach sex-ed in Illinois, they must adhere to the National Sex Education Standards,
which are dominated by gender identity ideology-pushing requirements.  The standards require
that children learn gender identity ideology’s various terms, definitions, and tenets, laying out
dates by which milestones in that learning must occur.  They are couched in terms of
nice-sounding goals, each of which are actually directly undermined by the curriculum
requirements.   The standards are said to help ensure that young people “grow into sexually
healthy adults,” for example, even though medical “gender affirmation” stymies and maims
sexual organs, creates adults incapable of having orgasms, and causes sterility.   Endorsing
organizations include organizations such as GLSEN, Human Rights Campaign, and Gender
Spectrum.

INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION GUIDANCE- Condensed
Edition

In August of 2019, Governor J.B. Pritzker signed a new Illinois state law, which requires
“accurate portrayals'' of LGBT individuals.  This guidance document promises to “transform
classrooms in Illinois into those that are reflective and protective of the experience of the
LGBTQ+ community.”

The Guide cites standard misleading GLSEN-generated claims about high rates of problems for
TQ+ students.  It is full of leading questions to be used in “Inquiry-based Learning.”  Children
are to be asked, for example, “What were some of the groups that did not believe the LGBT
community should have certain rights?”  Undoubtedly, children will be praised for identifying
gender critical groups as opposing “trans” rights, when these groups, in fact, defend free
speech, and the rights of women/gays and children from attack.  Similarly, young people are to
be asked “What and who did the gay liberation movement leave behind?”  The correct answer
to this loaded question, according to the guide, is that it left TQ+ people behind.  An example of
an “Informed Action” that students should be encouraged to undertake is “Create a fundraiser to
send funds to the Sylvia Rivera Law Project.  Discuss why doing so is important.”

The Guide says these frameworks—which lead kids to gender identity ideology groups, and
omit any and all voices expressing concerns about that ideology—will  help kids learn how to
think critically.  The Guide emphasizes that promoting TQ+ revisionist history and other gender
identity ideology indoctrination can and should be integrated into lots of different classes.

MEMORANDUM: COLLECTION OF DATA POSTPONED UNTIL ’23-’24
SCHOOL YEAR

https://siecus.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/NSES-2020-web-updated-1.pdf


ISBE NON-REGULATORY GUIDANCE.  SUPPORTING TRANSGENDER,
NONBINARY & GENDER NONCONFORMING STUDENTS

March 1, 2020



This Guidance document declares that gender identity ideology should be enforced and
promoted in public schools.  Definitions are provided for terms like “gender expression”, identity,
and pronouns, but not for “gender” itself.  The meaning given for “gender identity” lists “male”
and “female” among possible genders.

The Guidance states that those who “identify as” a different sex or “nonbinary” can enter
whichever locker rooms, bathrooms, and sport teams they want.  It calls for ongoing training of
all staff members to make sure they will adhere to this guidance.

The Guidance says there must be support for GSAs and faculty should be recruited to sponsor
these clubs.

Affirmation is established as the only acceptable policy vis a vis kids who reject their bodies, and
support plans are promoted.  Even for very young children, the Guidance conflates parents
taking cautious approaches with them making children “unsafe.”  When children don’t “have a
supportive home environment”, schools are to work with children to circumvent parents’ wishes.



The guidance requires wrong-sex pronoun usage, and forfeiture of sex-based rights by other
students.  The discomfort and privacy concerns of other students are deemed “prejudices” to be
ignored and treated with disdain.

The document notes that coaches and others involved in sports “can have a particularly hard
time removing gendered language from their activities.  Coaches and athletic teams should
receive training to help with the cultural adjustment.”

The document insists that “gender affirmation” must be injected wherever and whenever
possible in student’s days.

With regard to training teachers and others, the guidance notes that “progress cannot be made
until and unless staff participate in effective training programs that address the unique needs of
transgender, non-binary, and gender non-conforming students.”

RESPONDING TO CONCERNS: TEACHING ABOUT GENDER



The Illinois schools rely directly on organizations that promote gender identity ideology for the
contents and tone of what they teach, and for materials.  Below is the opening section of a
document about how teachers and others should respond to concerns raised by parents.  The
document is written by Gender Spectrum.  It lists and responds only to concerns poorly
articulated.  It does not include the cogent analyses and resulting concerns of those who find
gender identity ideology to be anti-science, sexist, homophobic, and otherwise harmful.

NATIONAL ITEMS

TRANSGENDER READING DAYS

For seven years, and counting, the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) has sponsored an annual
“Jazz and Friends National Day of School and Community Readings.” According to this article,
the 2022 event, which took place in February, was co hosted by the National Education
Association (NEA) and the American Association of School Libraries.  The following books were
recommended for reading to five- to 12-year -old children:

• I Am Jazz which is discussed in other Parts of the archives posted on the WDI website.
• From the Stars in the Sky to the Fish in the Sea which is discussed in other Parts of the
archives posted on the WDI website.
• Calvin, discussed below.

https://dailycitizen.focusonthefamily.com/lgbt-activists-nea-and-librarians-promote-annual-transgender-reading-day-in-schools/


• Born Ready: The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope, discussed below.

Calvin:

Calvin is the story of a little girl who believes herself to be a boy.



Her parents instantly agree that she is a boy.



Calvin’s grandparents are equally instantly in agreement.  The parents and grandparents buy
her boys’ swimming trunks and refer to her as “him.”





Calvin worries about being accepted as a boy at school, but it turns out that all the teachers
agree that being a boy is a matter of self-declaration and has nothing to do with anatomy.  So,
Calvin feels “safe.”

Everyone pretends along with Calvin that she is a boy, and therefore everything is wonderful
and happy and safe.  The back of the book implies that by being something she isn’t, this girl is
being herself:



Born Ready:  The True Story of a Boy Named Penelope

Like Calvin, the book Born Ready tells the story of a very young girl who thinks she’s a boy.





Just like in Calvin Penelope’s parents instantly agree she’s a boy and treat her as one.



Penelope worries about whether her grandparents will accept, but they do instantly.  Her
grandpa—who is wearing traditional garb from Ghana—is pleased as punch.  He points out
happily that in his native language of Twi, there are no sex-specific pronouns.  The implication is
that indigenous people of Ghana embrace the idea that someone born with female anatomy is a
boy if she says so, which is a rather large leap from the fact that gendered pronouns don’t exist
in their language.



There’s only one doubter in Penelope’s circle: Big Brother.  He is portrayed as a know-it-all with
the following page.  Note how the book dismisses the idea that everything has a scientific
explanation.



Big Brother states the truth: “This doesn’t make sense.  You can’t become a boy.  You have to
be born one.”  Instead of being honored for stating the truth in the face of pressure to pretend
with others, Big Brother is chastised.  He is told that it is hateful to not go along with the lie that
his sister is a boy.



Everybody at Penelope’s school instantly goes along with the ruse.  In fact, the principal
declares that by insisting that she’s a boy, Penelope is teaching the teacher.



In the final pages of the book, Penelope participates in a karate tournament and wins top prize,
defeating a taller person who looks like a male.  Since Penelope and the other competitors are
quite young, this is plausible.  By high school, males will almost always win in most sports,
which is why women-only sports are important.




